
TYJESKI TILE CO.
M I L WA U K E E ,  W I S C O N S I N

N E W S L E T T E R ,  J A N U A R Y  -  M A R C H  2 0 2 2

H A N D M A D E  T I L E S  A N D  A R T W O R K S  F O R  S A L E ,  4 ”

HOW TO PURCHASE
Payment for tiles will be accepted via Paypal, check, or cash.   Please 
email me at tyjeskib@gmail.com and tell me which tiles you would like.  
Prices listed do not include tax and shipping.  Tiles can be shipped or 
picked up at my studio by appointment.  

All tiles are approximately 4 inches wide and a half inch thick. 

Simurgh, $30 Dragon, $30 Dragon, $30 Moose, $25 

Japanese Maple, $30 Japanese Maple, $30 Mallard, $30 Beaver, $25 

Birch Leaf, $30 Birch Leaf (2 available), $25 Oak Leaf, $25 Oak Leaf, $30

Doe, 6” tall, $115



The winter sun has been making beautiful displays of light 
and shadows in the studio.  In spite of how flat these tiles are, 
the sunlight creates a sense of depth and brings them to life.  
Just imagine walking on a floor and these tiles of ducks were 
beneath your toes?!  

S T U D I O  S N A P S H O T

I N S P I R I N G  Q U O T E          

“There are those who can live without wild things,
and those who cannot.”

ALDO LEOPOLD

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  A R T I S T
So much for a snowy winter!   This season there was a 
drought in southeastern Wisconsin.   In late January we were 
more than a foot under the average snowfall.  Hikes were 
very brown but nature never ceased to be charming.  I was 
delighted to cross paths with a great blue heron several times.   
Equally captivating was a fluffy, fat rabbit that made itself a 
comfy home in the garden by hiding behind a screen of dry 
cosmo flowers and a young pine tree.  It has been gone for 
a while now, perhaps due to the hawks?  Every day a hawk 
can be seen surveying the neighborhood.  The most chilling 
event this winter was only a couple weeks ago when an entire 
layer of ice froze the ground.   You couldn’t step out the door 
without slipping!  Interestingly, by my studio entrance I noticed 
a columbine beginning to sprout.  On the left is a photo of the 
plant covered in ice.  

w w w. t y j e s k i t i l e . c o m



Why cast the spotlight on Mueller TIle No. 604?   

A six-inch Arts & Crafts tile in the Milwaukee area has 
caught my attention.  When I first discovered the tile, 
it stood out to me because the contrast of the dark 
blue glaze with the yellow one makes it glow.  The tile 
also appeared on street signage for the Center Street 
Marketplace.  But what makes this tile more significant?

I first found the tile on an apartment building on 41st 
and Center Street.  The building has had some damage 
on it since it was constructed in 1928, but it’s a striking 
apartment building.  Eleven large lunettes are filled 
with bits-and-pieces mosaics and use this blue-and-
yellow tile as a focal point.   The mosaics not only give 
a welcoming charm to the structure, but they also give 
it a landmark status.

While riding my bicycle on National Avenue, I was 
delighted to see the tile again on the parapet of a 
building.  This time the tile was used as a focal point 
again but in a medallion-like design that emulated the 
terra-cotta medallion manufactured by the Midland 
Terra Cotta Company from Chicago.  

On the same street in West Allis, the tile appeared 
again.  It was placed on two lunettes near 80th Street 

T I L E  &  T E R R A  C O T TA  N E W S : 
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Apartment building at 41st and Center Streets.



Mixed-use building at 80th 
Street and National Avenue in 
West Allis. 

Mixed-used building on 
National Avenue near 21st 
Street.



in a similar arrangement to the building on Center 
and 41st Street.

But the adventure was not over.  On another bike 
ride in the North Side, I found an apartment building 
with two more lunettes that featured tile no. 604.  
It fascinated me to see this tile in multiple parts 
of the city.  But at this point, I had no idea who 
manufactured the tile.

I searched through several books and catalogs from 
tile manufacturers that had a significant influence 
in the Milwaukee area: Batchelder, Moravian, Flint, 
Mosaic,  American Encaustic, Mueller and our own 
Continental Faience & Tile Co.  The tile never 
appeared.  

Fortunately, with the help of Tile Heritage Foundation 
and author, professor, and historian Richard Mohr, 
there was success!  Mohr found the tile in an undated 
catalog from the Mueller Mosaic Company from 
Trenton, New Jersey.  It was listed on a page with a 
total of ten designs known as “Flemish Inserts.”   The 
tiles were created in the relief-pressed technique 
with lines carved out in a plaster mold so that they 
are raised when wet clay is pressed in the mold.   

Mueller tiles appeared in many residences I have 
toured in Wisconsin, particularly those from the 
1910s.   Their product continued to appear on 
buildings in the 1920s, as photographed in this article, 
but by this time there was much competition with 
other companies such as Batchelder, Flint, and our 
own Continental Faience & Tile Co.

Are there more?  I’d love to find out.  Tile installations 
such as those photographed in the article were 
the norm in the late 1920s in Milwaukee.  Many 
buildings appeared with bits-and-pieces mosaics 
and occasionally featured decorative inserts as focal 
points.  The fact that there are 16 identical inserts 
between four unique buildings is interesting at the 
least.

Apartment building on Keefe Avenue and 17th Street with Mueller tile no. 604.

Mueller’s tile has even made its appearance on street 
signage for the Center Street Marketplace in the Sherman 
Park neighborhood of Milwaukee.



It fascinates me when I can find identical tile or 
terra cotta installations, especially when they 
are in different cities.  The discoveries should 
not be surprising because the terra-cotta units 
were reproduced from molds.  As long as the 
plaster was in good condition, wet clay could 
be pressed into the mold to create copies.  
Despite knowing the practical knowledge of the 
process, finding these connections charges me 
with excitement.

Between Milwaukee and Chicago, an interesting 
example of identical terra-cotta units happened 
with two Art Deco buildings from 1930.  I 
am not sure which building was constructed 
first.  It is totally possible that they were built 
concurrently or even that the terra cotta for 
both buildings were fired in the same kiln.  We 
do not know, but we’ll start with the site in 
Chicago.  

On LaSalle Street in the Near North Side, 
George F. Lovdall designed a new façade for the 
Weseman Building originally built in 1880.  A 
photograph at the Chicago History Museum 
shows a wet clay model of a floral pattern 
used on the façade and notes the project as 
number 30402.  The three-story structure 
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was completely faced with pulsichrome terra cotta from 
the Northwestern Terra Cotta Company.  It’s extragevant 
display of color shows how advanced terra-cotta companies 
had become at formulating glazes.  The terra cotta on the 
Weseman Building is certainly impressive!

Floral design found on the Weseman Building in Chicago (top) and the 
Claremont Apartments in Milwaukee (above).  The identical terra-cotta units 
are charged with mesmerizing arrangements of color.  



The Weseman Building (on top) in Chicago, Illinois and the Claremont Apartments (above) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.



In the same year similar units from the Weseman Building were copied 
for the Claremont Apartments on Teutonia Avenue in Milwaukee.  
Again, I am not sure which one was first.  It was another three-story 
structure but constructed by the R. Razall Co.  The units that were 
copied on this façade were the arched pattern of flowers above the 
doorway (see above) and the framing around the door.  

 As seen in the pictures on the left, the staggered units framing the 
entrance are defined by multiple undulating parallel lines.  The lines 
are embellished with rosettes and give the sense that they are musical 
notes on a staff.  If only more buildings could perform such melodies!  

Even though the glazes appear unique on each building, there are 
identical glazes as well.  A detail picture below shows one of the green 
pulsichrome glazes that appears on both buildings.  

Fortunately, both buildings remain and can be appreciated from the 
street.  While the Weseman Building appears vacant, the Claremont 
Apartments is active.  When visiting, remember to be respectful of the 
residents’ privacy.

Entrance to the Claremont Apartments on the left and to the Weseman Building on the 
right.

Top left: Two pictures showing the similiarities in the door 
framing.  On top is the Weseman Building and on the 
bottom is the Claremont Apartments.

Bottom left: Details of pulsichrome glaze.  The left picture 
is the Weseman Building by the door and on the right is 
the Claremont Apartments also by the door.


