
T I L E  &  T E R R A  C O T TA  N E W S : 

H I LLS IDE  V ILLA IN  WAUSAU FULL  OF  T I L E

 Homeowners Kevin and Anne Flaherty, who had 
called the Mediterranean-styled estate in the East Hill Historic 
District of  Wausau, Wisconsin, home for many years, recently 
sold the villa to a new couple, Courtney Olson and Felix Gallo.  
The original owner of  the home was David Clark Everest, an 
influential leader in the industry of  specialty paper products 
and reforestation programs.  His business in Wausau began in 
1909 when he became general manager of  the Marathon Paper 
Mills Co.   His grand estate on Highland Park Boulevard began 
construction in 1924 and took several years until completion.  
Many unique, custom architectural features make up this 
beautiful home, which remain in original condition today and 
are a major spark for the new owners.  While all features are 
worthy of  discussion, the subject of  this article is specifically on 
the faience art tile.
 The installations of  tiles in the Everest home are truly an 
out-of-this-world experience.  You would expect to see this type 
of  tile work in a home in the affluent, historic neighborhoods 
of  Wauwatosa, the north shore suburbs of  Milwaukee, or in 
other estately residences on Lake Michigan’s major cities.  This 

Top: View of the tiled hearth and floor inside the D. C. Everest 
residence in Wausau, Wisconsin.

Above: Design no. 8471, 3” x 6”, American Encaustic Tile Co.



is because it was designed by prominent Milwaukee architect 
Alexander C. Eschweiler, whose firm Eschweiler & Eschweiler 
designed the iconic skyscraper for the Wisconsin Telephone 
Co. (AT&T Center) and the Gas Light Building in downtown 
Milwaukee.  
 Many residences in the Milwaukee area that have the 
Mediterranean inspiration and the appeal of  decorative tile 
were designed by Eschweiler, including residences originally 
owned by James and Katherine Walse, O. F. Zinn, Edward and 
Gertude Freschl, and Charles and Laura Albright.  Although 
the Everest home in Wausau is an exceptional site for this style 
of  home filled with artistic tiles, Eschweiler had been designing 
homes for Wausau clients since the early 1900s, as well as other 
projects such as the Marathon County Fairgrounds and the 
First Universalist Church.
 When guests walk through the hillside villa, they find 
unglazed paver tiles on nearly the entire floor of  the ground 
level.  The quarry tiles were products from the famous 
Moravian Pottery & Tile Works in Doylestown, Pennsylvania.  
Decorating the pavers are many relief-pressed tiles with 
artistic designs, many inspired from architectural sites in 
England (detailed photographs on following pages).  The new 
homeowner, Courtney, notes that her “favorite tiles are the 
Moravian designs on the first floor.”
 In addition to the numerous decorative inserts from the 
Moravian Pottery & Tile Works are gold and blue crystalline 
glazed tiles attributed to the Flint Faience Tile Company from 

Above: Blue and gold crystalline glazed tile attributed to the Flint 
Faience Tile Co.

Top right: A band of blue and gold crystalline tiles enhances the 
Moravian pavers and inserts installed in several rooms.

Bottom right: Moravian tiles are installed profusely throughout the 
D. C. Everest home in Wausau, Wisconsin.



Third row:
Design no. 192: Square and Fleur de lis, no. 60: Wheel of Castle Acre 
in Norfolk, and no. 59: Dragon of Castle Acre in Norfolk.

Fourth row:
Design no. 112: Crescent Arms of the Castile Acre Priory in Norfolk, 
and no. 161: Crossed lozenge of St. Cross in Hampshire.  

All designs are 4.”

Bottom: Inserts no. 87: Maltese cross (2.75”) bordering design no. 
127: Triangles of St. Benet (4”) in Westminister Abbey in the middle.

First row (left to right):
Design no. 164: foliate circle of Castle Acre 
Priory in Norfolk, no. 284: Tower of Castile, 
and no. 111: Lion Arms of Castle Acre 
Priory in Norfolk.

Second row: 
Design no. 148: locked squares of Chertsey 
Abbey in Surrey, no. 138:  Design Wheel of 
Bayeux in Bayeux, Normandy, and no. 157: 
Petals in double circle.



First row (left to right):
Design no. 94: Lions of Bedwyn Magna from Bedwyn Magna, 
Wiltshire, and no.  Both designs are 4.”

Second row:
Design no. 137: The scaled dragon at the Castle Acre Priory in 
Norfolk, and no 79: Swan and Tower with motto “Fluminius 
Impetus Letificat Civitatem Dei.  Spanish from the 16th century.  
Both designs are 4.”

Third row:
Design no. 400: Arms of Penn, no. , no. : little castle, and no. 396: elm 
tree.  All designs are 2.”

Special recognition of Vance 
Koehler, Curator of Historic 
Properties at Moravian Pottery 
& Tile Works, who helped identify 
design numbers and the Moravian 
Tiles sales catalogue reprint from 
1999 published by the Moravian 
Pottery & Tile Works, introducation 
by Vance Koehler.



Flint, Michigan.  The lustrous, colorful tiles are certainly an 
eye-catcher.  The richly textured, glazed tiles of  this type are 
not common in Wisconsin and in Everest’s house were found 
in the breakfast nook, dining room and a solarium.
 There are many bathrooms in the estate as well, and 
are each filled with the popular choice of  tile.  As pictured 
on the next page, the bathrooms were decorated with tiles 
in various color schemes, such as yellow, green, and blue.  

While it’s difficult to determine who the manufacturer was 
of  each of  the tiles, it is certain that at least some (if  not 
all) the bathroom tile was manufactured by the Mosaic Tile 
Company of  Zanesville, Ohio.  This is known because of  the 
special fixtures, such as towel rods and toothbrush holders 
which can be identified in historic Mosaic Tile Co. catalogs.  
 Another manufacturer of  tile that had their products 
featured in the home is the Continental Faience & Tile Co. 

Decorative tile panel installed in main hallway near the entrance with tiles from an 
unidentified manufacturer and Moravian insert no. 128: the Birds of Tintern Abbey, 5.25.”



First row: 
Bathrooms showing wall and floor 
tiles from the Mosaic Tile Co. from 
Zanesville, Ohio.

Second row:
Toothbrush design no. B.A. 717 and 
tumbler holder B.A. 714.

Third row:
Projecting soap holder design no. B.A. 
727 and roll paper holder B.A. 711.



from South Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  In the basement level is a 
hallway that has their Flandria pavers installed on the floor.  
 Another installation of  tile near the front entrance was 
a wall panel.  A decorative insert from the Moravian Pottery & 
Tile Works is centered at the top of  the panel and below it is a 
field of  Sevillan-looking tiles in the dry-line technique (picture 
on the previous page).  Unfortunately, I have not been able to 
identify the manufacturer or determine if  they are American or 
European-made.  Nevertheless, it is a beautiful tile installation 
that serves no purpose other than to add colorful patterns to 
the wall. 
 While the tile installations in 1925-6 were set by the 
U. F. Durner Tile Co. of  Milwaukee, they were not the last 
to perform tile work in this lovely abode.  In more recent 
years the former homeowners, Kevin and Anne Flaherty, had 
more tiles installed in the primary bathroom.   The impressive 
installation was done by the Wausau Tile Co., with wall tiles 
made by Moore-Markowitz from Alfred, New York and Ann 
Sacks Tile & Stone, who had showrooms in Kohler, Wisconsin.  
Additionally, the tiles on the floor were reclaimed from churches 
in France that were well over a hundred years old.
 The tile features, both historic and modern, are both 
evidence of  how much love and care has been given to this 
home over the years.  As the hats go off to the Flaherty’s, may 
the new couple enjoy a happy future in this extraordinary 
home.

Top: One of several lunettes decorated with Moravian tiles 
and filled in with stucco, featuring insert no. 120: Deer riding 
wolf from the Gloucester Cathedral, 4.25” and designs 260 
(crab, 2”) and 154 (Little chequer, 15th century from Hotel de 
Clugny, Paris, 2”)

Above: Moravian tile insert no. 128: Birds of Tintern Abbey, 
also from the Beaulieu Abbey. 5.25”


