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TYJESKI TILE CO.
M I L WA U K E E ,  W I S C O N S I N

N E W S L E T T E R ,  O C T O B E R  -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3

LO N G - AWA I T E D  B O O K  C O M I N G  D E C M E B E R  6 !

Book Launch party
Wednesday, 4-7pm
December 6, 2023
at the
Bucyrus Club
1919 12th Ave, South Milwaukee, WI

Event is free.  Books are $60.

Get a copy signed by local author Ben 
Tyjeski while viewing an open house 
exhibit of  Continental tiles.

Free bookmarks  
with purchase!

Cash bar

The event of  the year for Arts & Crafts tile lovers and local 
history nerds is coming, Wednesday, December 6!  

At the open house event will be the first sale of  the new 
book, Carl Bergmans and the Continental Faience & Tile 
Co., an exhibit of  Continental tiles salvaged from various 
sites, as well as displays of  their products.  Don’t miss this 
exciting event!

For more information about the book, go to the website, 
www.continentalfaience.com.  Books for delivery can be 
purchased right now!   Shipping will begin on December 6.  

Hope to see you!

Go to www.continentalfaience.com to 
purchase and preview more of the book!  You 
can always come to the book launch as well!

http://www.continentalfaience.com
http://www.continentalfaience.com 
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T H E  A R T I S T  I N  N AT U R E
 N O T E S  F R O M 
 B E N ’ S  S K E T C H B O O K

T I L E  TOWN FEATURE

Lazy leaves sail the river stream,
floating on its surface, carried effortlessly by the 
natural flow of  the water.

Much beauty is to be found in nature, and only 
in nature can its creations be experienced.  

But what does that mean ethically?  Can one 
express the beauty in nature that they witness?  
Can their expression capture the spirit of  what 
makes nature so beautiful, even if  it’s just a 
fraction?

Does writing a poem, painting a canvas, or 
capturing a film, in its aim to preserve beauty, 
take away from nature’s intrinsic beauty?

To experience beauty in the moment must 
be the sweetest form and greatest joy.  But to 
preserve it in the form of  a human creation, be 
a work of  art or a scientific recording, is not the 
same thing.  Perhaps it is ethical to capture it, 
but unethical to over-think it?

September 19, 2021

I N S P I R I N G  Q U O T E          

“The function of  sculpture is not to 
decorate but integrate, not to entertain but 
to orientate man within the context of  his 
universe.”

MILTON HORN 

w w w. t y j e s k i t i l e . c o m

Nursery Rhyme Fireplace in a 
“Kindergarten Suite”
Read about a fireplace inside the former Wisconsin 
Avenue School in Milwaukee that is slated for 
redevelopment into a hotel.  Potential common room 
or “Kindergarten Suite coming?”  Time will tell.

Tile 
Town

Several kitchen projects and custom tiles are in the 
works in the tile studio.  Planning to finish a couple 
before the end of the year.  Wish me luck!

S T U D I O  S N A P S H O T

http://www.tyjeskitile.com
http://www.tyjeskitile.com
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2023/10/27/tile-town-nurusery-rhyme-fireplace-in-a-kindergarten-suite/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2023/10/27/tile-town-nurusery-rhyme-fireplace-in-a-kindergarten-suite/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2023/10/27/tile-town-nurusery-rhyme-fireplace-in-a-kindergarten-suite/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/category/series/tile-town/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2023/10/27/tile-town-nurusery-rhyme-fireplace-in-a-kindergarten-suite/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2023/10/27/tile-town-nurusery-rhyme-fireplace-in-a-kindergarten-suite/
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T I L E  &  T E R R A  C O T TA  N E W S : 

B IRDS OF  PARAD ISE  IN  ART DECO  TERRA COTTA

 In the late 1920s, terra cotta manufacturers were 
modeling all kinds of  birds in clay as relief  sculptures and 
installed them on many buildings.  The eagle, although 
fierce and majestic, had been sculpted so many times that 
clay modelers and designers had likely grown tired of  
the American symbol.  The avian world offers so much 
beauty, why not take inspiration from egrets, peacocks, 
and chickadees?
 Interestingly, manufacturers were creating 
terra cotta birds for buildings and skyscrapers in urban 
downtowns.  For example, the Chicago Motor Club 
Building on East Wacker Place in Chicago is one of  these 
buildings.  It is located in the Loop, only one block south 
of  the Chicago River.  When it opened on January 28, 
1929, its terra cotta panels of  herons, pheasants, and 
ducks looked much like billboards telling Chicagoans 
to take a ride to the countryside and explore delightful 
views of  nature from their luxury car.  
 But how far that ride away from Chicago can 
only be imagined, as parrots also appear in the panels.  
The other birds make sense to the Midwest, but the 
parrots are bizarre.  Perhaps this was the intention; to 
recognize the birds but be reminded that they migrate 
to the south, much like us human beings are meant to 
travel as well.
 An apartment building at 10 West Elm Street in 
the Near North Side built in 1929 also has a menagerie 

Top: Terra cotta detail of a possible peacock on 
the tower of the epic Monterrey Hotel in Janesville, 
Wisconsin, built 1929.

Above and following page: Terra cotta panels of a 
heron, duck, and pheasant on the Chicago Motor Club 
Building just a stone’s throw away from the Chicago 
River in the Loop.
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of  birds modeled by the Northwestern Terra Cotta 
Company.  On the lintels above windows on the third 
story are sculptures of  peacocks and turkeys.  They 
appear as if  they are displaying their feathers while 
perched above the windows.  What a complement to the 

turkey, to be paired with the peacock in such an elegant 
display.
 In Rockford, Illinois, very similar pigeon-like 
birds appear on the Jackson Piano Building / Liebling 
Building at 330 N Main St, built in 1930.  Versions of  

Terra cotta peacocks and turkeys on the lintels of 10 West Elm Street in Chicago, 1929.

A dove or 
pigeon-type bird 
represented in 
two ways in the 
spandrels at 10 
West Elm Street 
in Chicago.  Take 
notice of the 
birds puffing their 
chests up, and 
their similarity to  
the birds on the 
Liebling Building 
in Rockford.
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the bird puffing its chest share a striking resemblance to 
the ones at 10 West Elm, although these renderings are 
polychrome, featuring rose-colored markings on their 
light green feathered bodies, a yellow beak and coppery 
eyes.  
 In 1927, Walter Schroeder erected his grandiose 
hotel on Wisconsin Avenue in downtown Milwaukee.  Its 
mammoth edifice was made to appear luxurious with 
Art Deco ornament manufactured by the Northwestern 
Terra Cotta company, installed in the spandrels between 
windows and along the parapet with many panels 
featuring birds.  Walking by, you may not notice them 
as they are monochromatic and camouflage with the 
color of  the gray stone or concrete.  However, once your 
eyes take hold of  them, you will notice the peacocks and 
quail-looking birds. Look further near the top stories 
of  the hotel, and you will notice sculptures of  ducks, 
pressing their bills on their chest while seemingly being 
perched on a flower.  
 These occurrences are not rare, but they are 
not common either.  In my explorations so far, these 
Art Deco terra-cotta birds have only appeared on 

Current and following page: Details of the dove/
pigeon like bird on the Liebling Building in downtown 
Rockford, Illinois, bulit 1930.  The polychrome terra 
cotta was manufactured by Northwestern TC Co.
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skyscrapers or large buildings, however, in Milwaukee 
there is a charming little building that boasts a brilliant, 
polychromatic design with Art Deco peacocks.
 The architect, Hugo Miller, designed this 
small building at 2215 N Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive, also built in 1927 (photographs on the page 12).  
Miller also designed the gorgeous Rosdell Buliding and 
Wile Building, two other fabulous Art Deco gems in 
Milwaukee.  
 On this façade, a regal display of  birds draws 
your attention.  In the center, plumage radiates from 
the peacock whose lavender shapes resemble a tulip.  
Flanking him are two wading birds, possible royal cranes, 
and other abstract, stylized forms.  The modelers added a 
great sense of  depth in the terra cotta by carving textures 
in the background, and glazed them copper brown to 
contrast with the ivory and brightly colored pastel glazes 
on the surface.  Although the condition of  the terra cotta 
has some spalling, this building is a beautiful gem that 
Milwaukee is privileged to still have.
 Up north in Superior, another site from 1928 
features a flock of  birds on the Crawford Building at 
1318-20 Tower Ave (photographs on page 13).  Although 
the façade was painted, a flaking paint spot reveals an 
orangish, yellow colored glaze.  How neat would this 

Top: Terra cotta detail of a peacock on the Hotel 
Schroede.

Above: View of the showcase building for hotel 
magnate Walter Schroeder, currently known as the 
Hilton Milwaukee City Center.  

Following page: Details of the stylized bird (top) 
and ducks (bottom) found on the façade of the Hotel 
Schroeder.  
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building be if  it was also polychrome terra cotta?  The 
eagle-like or phoenix birds are shown taking wing; 
perhaps a restoration project can all take place?
 As far as I know, the sites featured here are the 
only Art Deco birds in Wisconsin that I am aware of, 
and the ones in Illinois of  course.  Certainly there are 
more in Chicagoland, yet to cross paths with my eyes.  
Although Art Deco birds in terra cotta are not rare, they 
are not common either.  
 Real peacocks and parrots are pretty rare for 
the Midwest, unless maybe in a zoo.  In Milwaukee, 
you can see ducks and herons along its rivers, though 
I’ve never found quails and pheasants anywhere around 
here.  I wouldn’t be surprised to learn that herons show 
up in downtown Chicago too, but it is spectacular to see 
these artistic bird motifs on buildings in urban centers.  
The real birds might not be a common sight, but these 
terra-cotta birds can be seen every day when you walk 
by them.  
 Ironically, 90 years before these buildings were 
constructed, it was likely that the real birds and more like 
them inhabited the Milwaukee and Chicago marshes in 
abundance (except for pheasants, which were a European 
import obviously.)  This theme will be the topic of  
another newsletter article coming out in 2024 about 
the Wells Building in Milwaukee; stay tuned!

Top left: Detail of an Art Deco bird in 
terra cotta on the Hotel Ambassador in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Top and middle right: The Hotel Monterrey 
in Janesville, Wisconsin and a detail of the 
birds on the summit (top).

Left and above: The Crawford Building in 
downtown Superior, Wisconsin and a detail 
of phoenixes (possibly) on the parapet.  Take 
notice of the little parrot-like creature too.

A rare gem for Art Deco terra cotta buildings 
showcasing a dazzling display of polychrome birds.


